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What Systems Are Available?

Low cost for simple needs 

Flexible relationship management

Complex online data collection needs

 

Complex application review needs

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

There’s a huge variety 
of grants management 
systems, ranging from 
basic options at only a 
few thousand dollars a 
year to robust solutions 
for large foundations 
starting at $100,000 or 
more. 
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Strong all-around functionality  

for the large foundation

What’s Changed?

Comparing the Systems

The number of vendors 
offering tools has 
greatly expanded, 
providing many more 
options for smaller 
foundations at 
affordable costs.
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Small grantmaker, basic functionality*

First year cost

Ongoing yearly cost

Larger grantmaker, all functionality*

First year cost

Ongoing yearly cost

Internal Tracking   

Online Applications  •  •    

Applications Review  •   •    

501(c)(3) and OFAC Status •  •

Letters & Board Dockets    

Emails   

Relationship Management      

Grant Requirements & Evaluation        

Payments  

Budgeting •

System Querying & Reporting   

Roles & Permissions   

Data Access    

Overall Customization      

Ease of Use  

Support & Training    

Stability in the Market   

• None    Fair     Good    Excellent

COMPARISON CHART
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Small grantmaker, basic functionality*

First year cost

Ongoing yearly cost

Larger grantmaker, all functionality*

First year cost

Ongoing yearly cost

Internal Tracking   

Online Applications    

Applications Review      

501(c)(3) and OFAC Status • •        •  

Letters & Board Dockets      

Emails     

Relationship Management •   •    

Grant Requirements & Evaluation    

Payments •    

Budgeting •  

System Querying & Reporting  

Roles & Permissions     

Data Access   

Overall Customization     

Ease of Use  

Support & Training   

Stability in the Market   

• None    Fair     Good    Excellent
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Small grantmaker, basic functionality*

First year cost

Ongoing yearly cost

Larger grantmaker, all functionality*

First year cost

Ongoing yearly cost

Internal Tracking       

Online Applications   •      

Applications Review   •      

501(c)(3) and OFAC Status      

Letters & Board Dockets        

Emails       

Relationship Management      •

Grant Requirements & Evaluation         

Payments       

Budgeting  •   •     

System Querying & Reporting  •     

Roles & Permissions   •  
 

     

Data Access       

Overall Customization        •

Ease of Use      

Support & Training       

Stability in the Market       

• None    Fair     Good    Excellent
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Small grantmaker, basic functionality*

First year cost

Ongoing yearly cost

Larger grantmaker, all functionality*

First year cost

Ongoing yearly cost

Internal Tracking   

Online Applications   

Applications Review    

501(c)(3) and OFAC Status  • •

Letters & Board Dockets   

Emails      

Relationship Management   •

Grant Requirements & Evaluation    

Payments  •   

Budgeting

System Querying & Reporting     

Roles & Permissions   

Data Access    

Overall Customization    

Ease of Use  

Support & Training    

Stability in the Market  

• None    Fair     Good    Excellent


